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MOOSE JAW TIMES=-HERALD
Dear Sir:

We are preparing information and histcorical dats on all comm-
ercial, industrial and retail firms in the Moose Jaw and district
area, It is our wish that all information is as complete and
accurate as possible, and I would ask your co-operation in filling
in the brief questionnaire below. If you feel other information
should be included, use the reverse side of this form.

Please fill in and return to: Commercial History Editor,
Times-Herald, Moose Jaw,Sask.
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Ye consider the founding of\ihe present fimm datee from April 1910,
tovever, at that time Ottawa Real Estale & Brokerage Co. Ltd., took over
the former Otlawa Land Compary that uged to operste a GCanada Colénization
and Hudson's Day Land Agency at Main & River Street. There were originally
soven parthers all of whom were either fror Otlawa or the general erea.
Jir Deatiy, Bob Snowdy, Capt. Stokes, Welter Cross, The Argue Prothers &
“WJobn Colling., At present we have only very fevw records of the Company
prior to the time it was taken over by Frank MeRitchie & John Colling in 1910.
Ming Mary McRitchie joined the firm in 1912 and retired in 1950, Mr, John
- .Collirg 501d his interest in the Company in 1938 to. Hubert H. McRitchie.
Tn 1938 the sharcholders consisted of Frank MeRitchie, Hubert H. MeRitchie,
Citiss MMary Feliitehie uhd Mrs, ‘Aliee 'Fern MeHitchie.” ' In 1650 Mr, Franl MeRitchie
rassed apgy .and dubert H. MeRitchie hought out the rest of the shares of the
Compary, In 1950 the premises were rebuilt on the same location and Robert
Hg MeRitchie Joined the firm, ' ¢ v v v

Prior to the time the late Fronk McRitchie founded the pregent Co,,
‘e’ had served as tle asdcountart Tor “the law firm of Grayson & Armstrong in
Yooge Jaw, As a matter of fact, he had worked in a number of branches of
the Yerchante Rank in Ontarieo before coming to Moose Jaw, The Tirst wintetr &
spgot dn, Moose Jaw, he.lived in a tent all winbter, his campsite being the
rresent location of the Bank of Nove Scotis, which was at that time prettiy
"well on the cutskirts of town, * He was® always very fond of asnimels and had
a nunter of drivers gpd race horses, His love of animale became more aprarent
in the late twenties when he concieved the ideas of having a Wild Animal Park
here, which he promoted as a hobby with the help of many of the animel and bird
- lovers of this  area,  ‘The pregent generastion’ atill’ owd Tarme that ‘aré not’ only
groinland inveslments, but also kert as sanctuaries for rnative birds and animals,
* such as deer, beaver,‘ducks; pheasants, blue herons, dongbirds’ étc.' &nd mo
bunting is alloved - partly in memory for the true conservation spirit he had.
In more recent years, the company in addition to the genersl practise
- of Rgal Lsbate apd Insursnce, hes specialized in land assenmbly wor}’, such as
preparirg the land assembly for the expansion of the British fmerican 0il ‘Refinery,
" The Moose 'Jaw Co-op Shopping Centre, the land for the Trans-Canada Expressway
inte the- heart- of the Ulity, bhe land ‘sssently forWo. 2 Highway From Maniteba St.
through the Gity to the South, and as further promotion, the 64 unit spartment
knoun ag Athsbasce Tower 1td, being the firet in the elty to introduce & complete
security door system, underground parking, fully pressurized corridors end
- all ‘electric power included in the rental. Our local professional Real Estate
Gonsultant services are used by the the City of lMoose Jaw, The Provincisl
" lovérnment, Fsbate Tax BrancH and various privete Companies and individuals.
In keeplvg astride with the times, a few years ago our Company piconeered the
uge of two-wey redio equipment in our offices and cars, for this kind of busiress
in the Mooge Jaw area, and still find it to be s mist, to maintain the emergency
and service ealls, from the hundreds of rental unite we have under managenent,

The Mooue Jaw Rea) Estate Doard woe formed largely throush the efforts
ol Robert H. Melilchie, F.R,7., who served ag its Charter President, before
sorving aa Presidert of the Saskatchewen Zssociation of Real Fstate loards and
ferional Vice Fresident of the Lational Azsociation, called the Canadian
snociation of Real febate Noards.



